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besieged, and also to fill up the moat which, separated them from the walls.
They pushed forward galleries made of green wattles and oaken ribs, like enormous bucklers sliding on three wheels ; little cabins, coveiecl \\ith fresh hides and padded -\\ith wrack, sheltered the workmen. The catapults and ballistas were protected by curtains of cordage that had been soaked in "vinegar to render them incombustible.
The women and the children went to the beach to gather stones, which they collected with their hands and brought to the soldiers.
The Carthaginians al&o made preparations for the siege.
Hamilcar had very quickly reassured them, by declaring that there yet remained enough water for one hundred and twenty-three days. This affirmation, his presence in their midst, ai.d that of the Zaimph, above all, imparted great hope. Caithage recovered from her dejection, and those who \\ere not of Canaanite origin were carried away by the passion of the others.
The slaves were armed, the arsenals v\ere emptied, each citizen had his allotted post and employment. Twelve hundred men survived of the refugees : the Suffete rrade them all captains ; and the carpenters, armourers, blacksmiths, and the silversmiths were appointed to superintend the engines. The Carthaginians had retained some of these implements, notwithstanding the conditions of the Roman jeace. Understanding their construction, they repaired them readily.
The northern and eastern sides, being protected by